A HISTORY OF POLAND
would be accounted any opposition whatsoever of the
population against the Russian army, an opposition
which Germany will infallibly attempt to rouse in
many places.
" Countrymen ! For a hundred years, boundaries
have divided us which the circle of events has left
untouched; to-day, the sons of our soil are being
forced to spill the blood of brothers, fighting in the
ranks of their own enemies. This war, great, epoch-
making, abolishes those boundaries and opens out a
radiant morrow of re-union to our nation which in
spirit never suffered itself to be divided. This our
unity we to-day irrefutably confirm; for the national
attitude bears testimony to the fact that in all parts
of die great knd of our fathers we Poles have one idea,
one purpose : the unification of Poland and the laying
of foundations for the free development of the nation.
" WARSAW, November 25,1914."
The authors of this manifesto, although they claimed
to speak for a united Poland, did not in fact succeed in
establishing unanimity among their countrymen. A
rival Polish national council, the Supreme National
Committee (N.K.N.), had been formed in Cracow, had
proclaimed as its programme a struggle against Russia,
and had begun to organize a Polish armed force. As
early as August 6,1914, the so-called skeleton company
of this armed Polish legion had been raised and sent into
Russian Poland by a remarkable man who was subse-
quently to play a dominant role in the history of his
country, Joseph Pilsudski.
Pilsudski was born in 1867 on an estate near Wilna,
the son of small Lithuanian gentry. While studying
medicine he became involved in revolutionary agitation
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